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Before the outbreak of the great war, Islam, the 
greatest of all non-Christian religions, had grown 
strong and had also grown weak. It had spread 
throughout Africa and was disintegrating in its old 
centers of Egypt, Syria and Turkey long before the 
war. When we think of the Mohammedan world at 
large we can see it restless, throbbing, heaving with 
great internal changes and conscious everywhere of 
external perils to Islam. 

Politically, the Moslem set had already been 
divided. Of the two hundred million people who 
made up the Moslem world population, 90,000,000 
were under the British flag, 20,000,000 were in 
French colonial possessions, and nearly the same 
number in Russia. Seven-eighths of the Moslem 
world were living under Christian governments and 
Christian protectorates even before the war, and 
only a very small segment, 13,000,000, were in what 
is called independent Turkey, and a few millions 
more in Afghanistan and Arabia. But the vast ma- 
jority, including all the progressive Mohammedan 
races, those of Egypt, those of Nigeria, those 
throughout India, north and south, and.the Moham- 
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medans of Malaysia, were enjoying the liberties and 
the righteous laws of Christian governments. 

The Mohammedans felt that they were being ruled 
by Christians, that step by step, inevitably, Chris- 
tian civilization was encroaching upon their political 
domain; that there was scarcely a single country 
left which was independent. Not only politically, 
but socially, the Moslem world was in a state of un- 
rest. This unrest has increased every year with the 
terrific impact of our Western civilization ever since 
the opening of the Suez Canal and the trade routes 
to the Far East. Just as surely as we introduced 
our Western civilization, its best and its worst, its 
iniquity and its righteousness hurled themselves — 
against the wide shores of the Moslem world and 
there occurred stupendous social and’ intellectual 
changes. It did not require foreign missions to 
undermine Islam. It did not require pioneer mis- 
sionaries and propagandists and controversialists 
to disintegrate Islam. Our railways, our steam- 
boat lines, our banking systems, our trade, our com- 
merce, and much more, disintegrated Islam from 
beneath and from within so thoroughly that the edu- 
cated Moslems of Calcutta, of Bombay, of Cairo, of 
Morocco, of Algiers, were fast drifting away and 
had no religion save nationalism. Consequently, be- 
fore the war they were trying to save the ship of 
Islam. Some advised changing the course; others 
advised throwing overboard the cargo; some sug- 
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gested readjusting the compass; but there were none 
on board bold enough to suggest a change of cap- 
tains, and so the ship kept on its course. 

And then came Germany with her ambitious pro- 
gram of conquest. The Prussian state, with her 
_ ally, Austria, deliberately attempted to use this world 
situation, this magazine of Pan-Islamic dynamite 
in order to further her ends and to summon the 
Near East to rebellion and hate and so overturn all 
the conditions that were tending toward the evan- 
gelization, the civilization, the building up of the 
Near East. The proclamation of what was called a 
Holy War meant this. 

Not only did Germany follow up her secret propa- 
gandism by local agents, but her pamphlets were 
sent by the hundreds to Afghanistan and Java and 
Africa from every quarter. When the time was ripe 
and Turkey was restless, seeing on which side of 
the fence she would throw her lot in the world war, 
then, without any more secrecy a Holy War was pro- 
claimed in Constantinople by the leaders of the Mo- 
hammedan faith. The Sheikh of Islam, under order 
of the Sultan, proclaimed a Holy War. This is the 
record as Mr. Morgenthau gives it: 

“What Wangenheim meant by ‘the big thing’ be- 
came apparent in November, 1914, when the Sultan 
issued his declaration of war, the Holy War against 
the infidels.”” It consisted of a document of no less 
- than ten thousand words, was published in various 
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languages, and Ambassador Morgenthau gives nearly 
the whole document. ‘Here is a single paragraph 
to show how this torch of fanaticism was carried 
into the dynamite factory of the Moslem world: 
“ “Take them and kill them wheresoever you come 
across them. Behold, we have delivered them into 
your hands and given you supreme power over them. 
He who kills even one unbeliever of those who rule 
over us, whether secretly or openly, shall be re- 
warded by God. Let every Moslem, in whatever 
part of the world he may be, swear a solemn oath 
to kill at least three or four of the infidels who rule 
over him, for they are the enemies of God and of the 
faith. -A Moslem who does this shall be saved from 
the terrors of the day of judgment and of the resur- 
rection of the dead. Has ‘not the time come now 
when we. should rise as the rising of one man, with 
a sword in one hand, in the other a gun, his pockets 
filled..with death-dealing missiles, in his heart the 
light of the holy faith, that we should lift up our 
voices saying, ‘India for the Indians, Java for the 
‘Javanese Moslems, Algiers for the Algerian Mos- 
lems, Morocco for the Moroccan Moslems, Tunis 
for the Tunisians, Egypt for the Egyptian Moslems,”’ 
-etc.; “and the Ottoman Empire for the Turks ae 
the “Arabs”? ‘s 

Can you conceive of any plan, to put it in sober 
language, can you conceive of any plan more demonic 
in its conception and proposed execution than to set 
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on flame the passions of men from Morocco to Cal: 
cutta by such a document? 

If it could be proved that Germany did not Hee 
massacre or deportation (and no proof has yet: been 
offered) it is clear she allowed the massacres to go 
on when it was absolutely in her power to arrest 
them. This is the testimony of missionaries, news- 
paper correspondents, Americans, neutrals, even 
some Germans—all agree in their verdict. 

And these terrible things are not over. A little 
document has just come from the Rev. Stephen V. R. 
Trowbridge, in Cairo, just a brief story of the trail 
of the Cross in the Desert, a story of one little band 
of Armenians, 253 men and women and children, 
who left Caesarea, in Asia Minor, and when they 
came to Trowbridge’s camp, the Red Cross camp 
just across the Canal, there were twenty-six left 
out of the party. They ‘call that. ‘deportation”’! 
God in heaven, they call that “deportation”! Twen- 
ty-six men and women and children left; out of 253 . 
who. started from their homes and were told that > 
they were to leave their country for political | rea- 
sons! : 

It is impossible to speak with. restraint on the Ar-. 
menian massacres unless we have lost all sympathy, 
all fellow feeling; unless you and I have made the 
Apostles’ Creed a scrap of paper when we say “I 
believe in the communion of saints’’; it is impossible 
to read Lord Bryce’s report without tears; every 
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page runs blood, and it is the blood of our fellow 
Christians. 


Armenia! The name is like a sword 
In every Christian heart. O martyr nation, 
Eldest of all the daughters of the Word, 
Exceeding all in bitter tribulation! 


Armenia! The name is like a cry 
Of agony that shrills around the sphere. 
Bread, bread, before her last starved children die 
And tell to Christ how cold our hearts are here. 


Armenia! A figure on a cross, 

Pale, wasted, bleeding, with imploring eyes! 
Except we save her, darkness lies across 

All Christendom, shamed in her sacrifice. 


Apart from those who escaped over the Russian 
frontier and the remnant who sought refuge in 
Egypt, the race exists no longer. The seal has been 
set on the bloodiest deed that ever stained the annals 
even of the Ottoman Turks. 

But the Holy War, “made in Germany,” accord- | 
ing to Professor Hurgronje’s phrase, so sarcastic 
and yet so true, was doomed to failure from the 
outset, except in Armenia, although it was planned 
with consummate skill and the expenditure of millions 
of dollars in propaganda and intrigue. How could 
Turkey find her salvation in Germany’s program of 
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economic absorption? There is no love lost between 
the Ottoman and the Prussian. The offer of the 
eternal friendship of the Kaiser for Moslems de- 
ceived nobody. The majority of the higher classes 
outside of, and even in, Turkey (except the inner - 
clique of the Committee of Union and Progress) re- 
mained immune against “this politico-religious mix- 
ture of deceit and nonsense.” 

Morocco remained loyal, and Algiers; and India 
remained loyal in spite of local troubles in one or two 
centers. In the whole British Empire its ninety 
million Moslems refused to fight the Holy War 
against Great Britain at the call “made in Ger- 
many.” They remained faithful in the payment 
of war taxes. They fought side by side with Great 
Britain and France in the trenches in Mesopotamia, 
at the Palestine front, Moslems fighting Turks; and 
the same was true at Gallipoli. They worked for 
the Red Cross Relief. They remained true to Great 
Britain and refused to hearken to the voice of fanat- 
icism, because they heard the call of our common 
humanity. 

Not only did God in His providence through the 
wise administration of France and Great Britain 
and by the strong arm of their forces that rallied 
for the support of the Empire from every colony 
and possession, counteract this dreadful program 
of a Holy War, He was equally able to unroll His 
own program in the Near East. Germany’s program 
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in two words was this, Deutschland iiber alles, and 
Deutschland tiber Allah; Deutschland over every- 
thing, and Deutschland controlling Allah, through 
Allah’s prophet, Mohammed, and his successors in 
the Caliphate. But the program failed, and the re- 
sult of the failure was a new era of religious freedom 
in the Near East, and that is far more important 
than to remember events in the past which in agen 
horror of massacre 
ae . Stir a fever in the blood of age, 

And make the infants’ sinews strong as steel” 


against Germany. It is far more important for us 
to see God’s program for our lives in the Near East 
than to thank God for what He held in check of 
Germany’s program in the old Near East. 

God has through this war marvelously ushered in 
a new era of government. Morocco has developed 
rapidly on economic, social and intellectual lines 
under France, even during the war. More railways 
have been built and highways and public buildings 
in Morocco during the four years of the war than in 
the forty years that preceded it. Algeria has devel- 
oped on every line since the war, also in the line of 
tolerance and favor toward Christian missions; and 
our Methodist brethren have one of the finest and 
most strategic points for winning the whole of North 
Africa in their new mission on the Algerian coast. 
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Tunis and Tripoli have been forever freed not only 
of Turkish rule but of Turkish intrigue by the cam- 
paign from Egypt against the Senussi Dervishes. 
Egypt has become a British protectorate. 

Shut off from communications with her base of sup- 
plies in Germany, Turkey had no choice but com- 
plete surrender. It is inconceivable that this sur- 
render will mean anything else than a new era of 
stable, righteous, impartial government of some 
form or other for her millions of people. A Ger- 
man, Dr. Stuermer, wrote in June, 1917: 

“The fall of Turkey is the greatest blow that could 
have been dealt to German ‘world-politics;’ it is a 
disappointment that will have the gravest conse- 
quences. But from the standpoint of culture, hu- 
man civilization, ethics, the liberty of the peoples 
and justice, historical progress, the economic devel- 
opment of wide tracts of land of the greatest im- 
portance from their geographical position, it is one 
of the most brilliant results of the war, and one to 
be hailed with unmixed joy.” 

He wrote before the fall of Damascus and the 
victory that resulted in the freeing of Syria and 
Asia Minor! 

As for Arabia, “Arabia’s desert ranger to Him 
now dares to bend the knee.” An area of a million 
square miles has been freed forever from the Turk. 
The Arab program fitted in with the program of 
the Allies. They had been weary of the Turk for 
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religious reasons for many decades, and they had 
grown more weary of the Turk for financial reasons 
for a longer period. When the time came for revo- 
lution, the princes of the interior and the Sherif of 
Mecca united their forces and hurled back the Turks, 
took Mecea and established a new kingdom. Our 
new Allies have a glorious flag and program. It is 
Arabia for the Arabs under British protection, and 
with that program the missionary societies may be 
in hearty accord. One of our missionaries, that 
splendid pioneer, Dr. Paul W. Harrison, has just 
gone all the way inland to the capital of old Arabia, 
Riadh, a place of Wahabi fanaticism, without mili- 
tary escort, welcomed by the Arabian chiefs. A 
letter has just come to me describing his tour in 
another part of independent Arabia, in which he 
says: 2 

“IT have just gotten back from a tour into the 
Oman country, from the Dubai side. The cor- 
diality of the people left nothing to be desired. I 
carried quite a heavy equipment, and we did a con- 
siderable number of operations, some forty or more 
major operations in the course of the trip. It was 
a unique experience to have men lined up waiting 
their turn begging to be operated on. I suppose 
that I saw five times as many on that trip who 
needed the desired operations as I was able to at- 
tend to. 

“T was even asked by the leading men of Sharga, 
a city near Dubai, whether a petition signed by the 
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chiefs of the different cities of that district would 
have any chance of getting me appointed to perma- 
nent work among them. I was compelled to tell 
them that I did not suppose that it would be possible 
for some years, with the Mission so short-handed.” 

In Western Arabia the changes wrought by the 
war are even greater. © In October, 1917, when. I 
returned from a visit to China, the French mail 
steamer called at Jiddah to accommodate some Mos- 
lem notables from North Africa returning from pil- 
grimage. A glimpse was then given us of Jiddah, 
not under Abdul Hamid nor under the Young Turks, 
but under the government of the new king of Arabia. 
Events have moved rapidly since the declaration of 
independence in the Hedjaz. It hardly seemed like 
the same town, and certainly not like the same back- 
ward government of the Turks. Instead of landing 
from the anchorage in the outer harbor by sailing 
ships through the surf, steam launches met us. Most 
of the passengers went on shore to see the sights 
as freely as they would at Aden or Port Said. The 
king of the Hedjaz has reformed many of the abuses 
of the Turkish régime. The charge for a camel for 
the journey from Jiddah to Mecca and Arafat and 
back is now three to five pounds sterling, compared 
with ten pounds in the old days. The luggage of pil- 
grims is well looked after, and everything is done for 
their comfort. Water is given free to poor pilgrims 
and sold very cheaply to others. 
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The road between Jiddah and Mecca, formerly in- 
fested with brigands, is now quite safe even for pe- 
' destrians. Bedouin police accompany the travelers 
from one police station in the road to another, and 
all pilgrims are free to stay in Mecca after the Haj, 
or go anywhere they like, whereas formerly the gov- 
ernment used to keep pilgrims at Mecca for at least 
a fortnight after the Haj, so that they might spend 
all their money. Several primary schools and a mili- 
tary school were opened in Mecca a year ago; primary 
schools have also been started in Jiddah. An agri- 
cultural and geological school will be opened, we 
were told, for the Arab Government has sent to 
Egypt and elsewhere for professors and teachers. 
- The king has encouraged teachers of theology and 
expounders of the traditions of Mohammed in the 
sanctuary of Mecca. Three courses of religious in- 
struction are already given daily on the lines of 
that given at El Azhar University in Cairo. There 
is still plenty of room for improvement in sanitation, 
but the newly organized municipalities of Jiddah and 
Mecea are endeavoring to keep the towns clean. In- - 
cinerators have been established and also a hospital. 
The public works department is rapidly widening 
the streets of Mecca, and steps are also being taken 
to improve the customs service. The government is 
also planning the planting of trees in Jiddah; the 
post office now sells Meccan stamps; a big weekly 
paper called Al Kibla gives news of the day; and 


14 


finally a telephone service connects Jiddah with the 
capital city of Mecca. I myself heard conversation 
from the Mystic City as I waited at one of the gov- 
ernment offices in Jiddah. Was it a cry from Mace- 
don? 

The whole of ancient Mesopotamia offers not only 
a virgin field for economic exploitation—and it will 
surely be that, with oil wells and cotton fields, and 
wheat fields—but a great field for Christian educa- 
tion and the ministry of healing and love and fellow- 
ship through Jesus Christ our Lord. Here is an 
item in proof. One missionary, Mr. Van Ess, on 
his furlough, raised twenty-five thousand dollars for 
a boys’ high school at Busrah, since the British Gov- 
ernment gave him this promise, “For every dollar 
you raise for educational work the British Govern- 
ment will put down another dollar for the new 
educational program in Mesopotamia.” 

Sir William Willcock’s irrigation scheme has been 
put into working order and it is expected that 200,- 
000 tons of grain will be harvested this year. The 
wilderness of Turkish misrule is beginning to blos- 
som like the rose of England. Busrah of Sinbad 
the Sailor is a thing of the past and Bagdad of the 
Turks will soon be forgotten. River navigation, rail- 
ways, roads, electric light, drainage, ice factories, 
“the movies” and English newspapers all herald the 
new era of progress and enlightenment. 
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' - Abyssinia, too, is welcoming a new day. Into that 
country German intrigue found its way, took a 
Christian youth, one of the princes of the old 
dynasty of Menelik, made him a Moslem prince, al- 
though his name was “Child of Jesus,” and he gath- 
ered together out of the caves of Abdullam all those 
who hated the old rule (hundreds, they say, of the 
Abyssinians who turned Moslems for political rea- 
sons), and overturned the old government. Then 
God stepped in through Great Britain and France 
and Italy, the thing was put to an end, this man 
was incarcerated somewhere in Abyssinia, and the 
Christian queen restored. The last news is that 
the Swedish mission reports ten thousand nominal 
Mohammedans have become nominal Christians be- 
cause of this political overturning. Even now, Abys- 
sinia offers a wide-open door for the Gospel. There 
is an unprecedented demand for the Word of God, 
and the Bible Society can scarcely keep up with the 
trade demand for Bibles and Testaments. 


When we came down the Red Sea Coast in a French 
steamer and stopped at the port of Jibuti, I had 
scarcely heard of the town except as a harbor for 
coal. It is now the port of Abyssinia; the biweekly 
trains come rolling in, carrying grain, gums, coffee, 
and other produce for the nations of the Western 
World. 
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In Persia both the military and the political situ- 
ations have been greatly changed by the war. The 
Anglo-Russian agreement is a thing of the past, but 
the advent of reform and an administration of the 
country for the good of the people under some form 
of protectorate or European council is nearer than it 
ever was. Even Afghanistan may open its gate- 
ways to the King of Kings, now that the jealousies of 
rival governments are at an end. ‘This war has 
also seen the preparation of great military high- 
ways and railways in the Near East, which will be 
used for the Gospel when the New Era opens. 

The German dream—and it was a great concep- 
tion—of a steel highway spanning the Bosphorus 
and reaching to Bagdad and Busrah will yet prove 
true. But it will be a highway for all nations and 
not for the highwaymen among the nations. The 
redeemed shall ride there. It shall be called the 
way of holiness. A steel bridge now spans the Suez. 
Canal. You may take from Cairo the sleeping car 
with diner attached and enter a new Jerusalem— 
with a small “n,” not yet with a capital. You may 
go all the way from Busrah by river steamer to Bag- 
dad, or on the parallel railway built by the British 
Government.. I do not think that any censor will 
now object to my saying that this section of the 
Bagdad railway is reaching completion. East and 
West, God is preparing highways for His Gospel. 
He is preparing the hearts of Moslems, too. 
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It is not the beginning of the end, but it is the 
beginning of God’s program for the Near East— 
for rapid evangelism on a larger scale:and with 
larger faith than heretofore. 

When I think of this great world war and the is- 
sues involved, and the mighty program of God for 
the near East, I am -reminded of a countryman who. 
came to New York for the first time and saw one of 
those dreadful excavations alongside the avenue, 
forty or fifty feet deep into the bowels of the earth, 
the edges all ragged and jagged, and the houses on 
the edge almost toppling over. The countryman 
thought it was the result of an earthquake, but the 
people in New York knew it was only the foundations 
for a new skyscraper. This earthquake in the Near 
East, is it the beginning of the end, or is God sinking 
down His new foundations of righteousness and 
truth and equity to give these nations a new chance? 
There never was such an opportunity in Palestine, 
Turkey, Arabia and Egypt as to-day. 

When the Boxer uprising took place in China the 
lukewarm friends of missions and its opponents said, 
“That is the end of your missionary program in 
China.” It was only the beginning. When the mas- 
sacres took place in Madagascar, such was the ver- 
dict of some people. When the infant church in 
Uganda suffered martyrdom it was the beginning of 
a great spiritual harvest. God’s purpose is un- 
changeable. He makes the wrath of men to praise 
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Him and with the remainder of wrath makes Him- 
self a girdle (Ps. 76:10) to enter for further con- 
quests. So will it be in the Near East after the war. 

The American Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions calls for one hundred and seventy- 
five workers for Turkey. Scores will be needed for 
Persia, Arabia, Syria, and Palestine, not to speak of 
the vast stretches of Central Asia and Russian ter- 
ritories open after the war. Who will volunteer for 
this army of reconstruction? This letter received 
from a Young Men’s Christian Association secretary 
is a partial reply and shows how the war-environ- 
ment will help arouse us to after-the-war problems 
and their solution: | 

“Several of our men who are doing Christian work 
for the army in Mesopotamia at present are ex- 
tremely interested in the native people of the coun- 
try and in the possibility of mission work among 
them after the war. Several of us are student vol- 
unteers and we have decided to write and ask if you 
will tell us what are the plans of yourself and others 
for the carrying on of the missionary propaganda 
under the new conditions which will prevail after 
the war.” 

Shall we tell these heroes of the trenches who have 
paid for the advance by life and blood that the new 
era will mean the Kingdom of Christ for all the 
millions of Western Asia? Shall we challenge the 
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future by making all the Near East “safe for democ- 
racy”? 
“Was Freedom the milk we were bred on, 
Is Treason the viper we tread on, 
Was it Liberty’s altar we bled on, 
In years that are numbered in gold? 
Is the blood in our veins growing paler, 
Are our young men unwitting of valor, 
Shall the battle hour see you a quailer 
Or the peal of the drum find you cold? 
In the name of Jehovah, be bold— 
For we move as a tale that is told. 


For Freedom, the milk we were bred on; 
For the Liberty altar we bled on— 
Go forth to the Great Armageddon, 

Go forth with a prayer and a song! 

In the name of Jehovah, be strong.” 


The spiritual forces of the Near East have also 
been mobilized for the Armageddon of God—not 
under the banner of military leaders, however brave 
and victorious, but under His banner who rides the 
white horse and whose name is the Word of God. 
The missionary enterprise in the Near East faces a 
crisis because it never before had such an opportun- 
ity. If the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church, we may look forward with faith to such a 
harvest of souls as has never gladdened reapers in 
all the blood-soaked provinces of Western Asia. 
Where are the reapers? 
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